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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


WORLD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE. 

STATEMENT  OF  AIMS  AND  PLANS. 

( Issued  by  Authority  of  the  Committee.) 

The  twentieth  century  has  opened  a new 
and  fateful  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  The  rapid'  progress  in  the  unifi- 
cation of  the  world  is  one  of  the  most 
startling  features  of  our  modern  life.  The 
problem  of  the  relations  of  the  different 
races  to  one  another  threatens  to  dwarf 
all  other  problems  of  the  century.  Some 
common  ground  on  which  men  may  meet 
in  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  must  be  found 
if  the  world  is  to  be  saved  from  disastrous 
conflict,  and  the  Christian  Church  is 
called  to  accomplish  this  tremendous  task 
through  the  assertion  of  the  unity  of 
mankind  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  contact  of  the  East  and  West  is,  at 
the  same  time,  giving  rise  to  a ferment 
of  ideas  in  the  world  of  human  thought. 
It  is  hardly  possible  that  the  hoary  civili- 
zations of  Asia  should  be  subjected  to  the 
inrush  of  new  ideas  without  an  intellectual 
upheaval  comparable  to  the  movement 
that  shook  the  life  of  Europe  at  the  Ren- 
aissance, and  possibly  surpassing  it  in  the 
far-reaching  influence  of  its  effects.  Such 
a period  of  living  mental  activity  at  once 
affords  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  the 
rapid  spread  of  Christian  ideas,  and  con- 
stitutes a peril  that  will  make  severe  de- 
mands on  the  courage  and  faith  of  the 
Christian  Church. 


Of  no  less  significance  from  the  Chris- 
tian point  of  view  is  the  awakening  of  a 
new  national  spirit  among  non-Christian 
peoples.  If  enlightened  and  quickened 
by  a true  vision  of  Christ,  this  new  spirit 
may  be  the  means  of  regenerating  the 
national  life;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
Christ  should  seern  in  the  eyes  of  these 
peoples  to  be  Western  only,  it  may  build 
up  barriers  that  may  exclude  His  gospel 
from  these  lands  for  centuries. 

While  the  new  situation  thus  over- 
whelms us  with  a sense  of  crisis,  it  at  the 
same  time  opens  to  faith  the  inspiring 
prospect  of  the  completion  of  the  body  of 
Christ  through  the  ingathering  of  the 
nations,  and  of  a richer  understanding  of 
the  Son  of  Man  when  sons  of  men  among 
every  people  have  found  themselves  in 
Him. 

In  the  presence  of  so  urgent  an  oppor- 
tunity, the  old  motives  impelling  us  to 
missionary  effort  gain  an  added  strength. 
Our  experience  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Christ,  the  command  of  our  Lord,  the 
Crying  need  of  the  world,  the  love  of 
• Christ — -these  things  still  ^constrain  us. 

THE  NEED  FOR  CONFERENCE. 

The  magnitude  of  the  issues  at  stake 
calls  for  conference.  Among  different 
branches  of  the  Church  there  is  a growing 
recognition  of  their  obligation  to  the  non- 
Christian  world,  and  a deepening  con- 
sciousness of  the  community  of  the  task 
before  them.  The  attempt  must  be  to  see 
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the  task  as  a whole,  to  question  fearlessly 
the  adequacy  of  existing  efforts  and  meth- 
ods, and  to  inquire  earnestly  how  we  may 
most  worthily  discharge  our  responsibili- 
ties. In  our  consideration  of  the  problems 
that  have  to  be  solved,  there  is  much  that 
we  can  learn  from  one  another.  The  ex- 
perience painfully  gained  in  one  mission 
field  will  shed  light  upon  the  difficulties 
that  are  being  met  with  in  another. 

Ho  united  effort  has  as  yet  been  made 
to  subject  the  plans  and  methods  of  the 
whole  missionary  enterprise  to  searching 
investigation,  and  to  co-ordinate  mission- 
ary experience  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
In  seriously  undertaking  this  task  the 
World  Missionary  Conference  of  1910  will 
be  distinguished  from  all  previous  mis- 
sionary conferences,  while  the  thoroughly 
representative  character,  which  is  already 
assured  to  it,  fit  it  for  making  a unique 
contribution  to  the  advancement  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  CONFERENCE. 

The  arrangements  for  the  Conference  are 
in  the  hands  of  a general  committee,  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  the  missionary 
societies  in  the  United  Kingdom.  This 
general  committee  has  appointed  an  exec- 
utive committee  consisting  of  thirty  mem- 
bers, besides  those  who  are  members  ex- 
officio.  The  British  Committees  have  the 
advantage  of  the  counsel  and  co-operation 
of  an  American  executive  committee  rep- 
resenting the  missionary  societies  in  North 
America,  and  of  the  “Ausschuss  der 
Deutschen  Evangelischen  Missions-GeselL- 
schaften,”  representing  the  German  mis-, 
sionary  societies,  and  are  in  regular  cor- 
respondence with  the  other  missionary 
societies  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
with  the  societies  in  the  British  Colonies 
and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Conference  is  one  of  missionary 
societies  and  committees  convened  to  con- 
sider missionary  plans  and  methods.  It  is 


therefore  not  a gathering  that  is  in  any 
way  constituted  for  the  discussion  of  mat- 
ters of  doctrine  or  ecclesiastical  polity 
which  at  present  separate  Christians  from 
one  another.  Accordingly  it  has  been 
clearly  laid  down  that  all  such  matters 
regarding  which  the  co-operating  churches 
or  societies  differ  among  themselves  shall 
be  excluded  from  the  purview  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMISSIONS. 

Under  instructions  from  the  general 
committee  of  the  Conference,  an  inter- 
national committee,  consisting  of  eleven 
British  and  five  American  members,  and 
three  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  met 
at  Oxford,  in  July,  1907,  and  spent  six 
days  together  in  planning  the  work  and  pro- 
gramme of  the  Conference.  In  accordance 
with  its  recommendations,  it  has  been 
decided  that  eight  commissions,  each  hav- 
ing not  more  than  twenty  members,  should 
be  appointed  to  make  during  the  next 
eighteen  months  a thorough  investigation 
of  some  of  the  larger  missionary  prob- 
lems. No  separate  commission  has  been 
appointed  to  deal  with  what  has  been 
generally  known  as  “Women’s  Work,”  but 
women  have  been  appointed  as  members 
of  most  of  the  commissions,  and  this  im- 
portant department  of  missionary  work 
will  receive  full  consideration.  While  re- 
gard has  been  had  to  making  the  com- 
missions as  representative  as  possible,  the 
guiding  principle  in  their  appointment 
has  been  to  select  those  who  are  believed 
to  have  some  special  knowledge  of,  or 
interest  in,  the  subjects  to  be  investigated. 
Each  commission  will  be  expected  to 
present  a printed  report,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
Conference  a month  before  the  Conference 
begins.  The  report  will  conclude  with  a 
set  of  “findings,”  representing  the  opinions 
of  at  least  a majority  of  the  members  of  the 
commission  on  the  subject  under  review. 
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Along  with  the  “findings”  the  commission 
will  be  expected  to  publish  a sufficient 
body  of  carefully  sifted  material  to  in- 
dicate clearly  the  grounds  on  which  the 
conclusions  have  been  reached.  By  this 
plan  two  results  will  be  secured — first,  the 
gathering  together  for  purposes  of  refer- 
ence of  the  ripest  missionary  experience 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and,  secondly, 
the  judgment  of  a body  of  able  men  and 
women,  who  have  devoted  special  study 
to  the  subject,  regarding  the  practical 
policy  which  this  experience  seems  to 
show  to  be  the  best.  The  subjects  of  the 
commissions  and  the  names  of  the  chair- 
men and  the  vice-chairmen  are  as  follows : 

SUBJECTS,  CHAIRMEN  AND  VICE=CH AIRMEN. 

I.  Carrying  the  Gospel  to  all  the 
World  (Chairman,  Mr.  John  R.  Mott, 
General  Secretary  of  the  World’s  Student 
Christian  Federation ; Vice-Chairmen, 
Pastor  Dr.  Julius  Richter,  Belzig,  Ger- 
many, author  of  “A  History  of  Missions 
in  India” ; the  Rev.  George  Robson,  D.D., 
editor  of  the  Missionary  Record  of  the 
United  Free  Church  of  Scotland).  It  is 
of  primary  importance  to  obtain  a clear 
understanding  of  the  extent  of  the  work 
to  be  undertaken.  This  demands  a survey 
of  unoccupied  and  inadequately  occupied 
fields,  and  a study  of  the  chief  difficulties, 
opportunities,  and  plans  of  advance.  In 
connection  with  this  commission,  a sub- 
committee has  been  entrusted  with  the 
preparation  of  a statistical  survey  of 
present  missionary  operations. 

II.  The  Native  Church  and  its  Work- 
ers (Chairman,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Gibson, 
D.D.,  Joint  Chairman  of  the  Shanghai 
Centenary  Missionary  Conference;  Vice- 
Chairman,  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Lambuth,  D.D., 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  IJ. 
S.  A.).  It  is  becoming  increasingly  rec- 
ognized that  the  main  burden  of  the 
evangelization  of  the  world  will  fall  on 


the  indigenous  Christian  churches  of  these 
lands.  No  subject  therefore  demands  more 
careful  study  than  the  problem  of  build- 
ing up  a strong,  self-supporting,  self- 
governing,  and  self-propagating  native 
church. 

III.  Education  in  Relation  to  the 
Christianization  of  National  Life  (Chair- 
man, Professor  M.  E.  Sadler,*  Professor 
of  the  History  and  Administration  of  Ed- 
ucation in  the  University  of  Manchester; 
Vice-Chairman,  the  Rev.  Prof.  Edward  C. 
Moore,  D.D.,  Harvard  University).  The 
new  intellectual  life  that  is  stirring  the 
non-Christian  peoples  makes  the  need  for 
Christian  education  imperative  and  ur- 
gent. It  is  to  Christian  education  also 
that  we  must  look  for  the  raising  up  of 
leaders  in  these  countries,  both  for  the 
Church  and  for  civic  life.  The  issues  at 
stake  are  so  momentous  that  it  is  desir- 
able to  review  afresh  the  aims  and  meth- 
ods of  educational  missions. 

IV.  The  Missionary  Message  in  Re- 
lation to  Non- Christian  Religions  (Chair- 
man, the  Rev.  Prof.  D.  S.  Cairns,  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  in  the  United  Free 
Church  College,  Aberdeen;  Vice-Chair- 
man, Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America) . In  order  that  the  mission- 
ary message  may  make  its  most  effective 
appeal,  there  is  need  of  a careful  study  of 
the  methods  of  presenting  it  to  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  those  who  have  inherited 
different  beliefs  and  traditions. 


*The  Bishop  of  Birmingham  ( the  Right 
Rev.  Charles  Gore,  D.D.)  has  been  ashed 
to  be  Chairman  of  this  Commission.  But 
as  his  engagements  prevent  him  from  ac- 
cepting any  responsibility  in  connection 
with  the  Commission  until  the  spring  of 
1909,  Prof.  Sadler  has  consented  to  act 
as  Interim  Chairman . 
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V.  The  Preparation  of  Missionaries 
(Chairman,  Principal  W.  Douglas  Mac- 
kenzie, D.D.,  Hartford  Theological  Sem- 
inary, U.  S.  A.;  Vice-Chairman,  the  Pev. 
J.  0.  F.  Murray,  D.D.,  St.  Augustine’s 
College,  Canterbury) . The  important 
subject  of  the  training  and  preparation  of 
the  living  agents  of  the  missionary  enter- 
prise, both  at  home  and  on  the  mission 
field,  has  not  received  the  thorough  con- 
sideration which  it  deserves,  and  which  is 
now  imperatively  called  for. 

VI.  The  Home  Base  of  Missions 
(Chairman,  the  Eev.  James  L.  Barton, 
I).D.,  Secretary  of  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions; 
Vice-Chairmen,  the  Eev.  J.  P.  Maud, 
Vicar  of  St.  Mary  Eedcliffe,  Bristol;  G. 
W.  Macalpine,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society;  Herr  Mis- 
sions-Sekretar  Fred.  Wiirz,  Basel).  The 
problem  of  the  home  side  of  missionary 
work  has  never  been  studied  as  a whole, 
nor  has  a serious  attempt  ever  been  made 
to  correlate  the  expedience  of  different 
missionary  societies  and  of  different  coun- 

* tries  with  regard  to  such  matters  as  the 
increase  of  missionary  knowledge,  the  fos- 
tering of  a spirit  of  intercession,  the  se- 
curing of  workers  and  their  support,  and 
the  enlisting  of  the  whole  energies  of  the 
Church  in  the  furtherance  of  the  mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

VII.  Missions  and  Governments 
(Chairman,  the  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh,  K.T. ; Vice-Chairman,  the 
Hon.  Seth  Low,  LL.D.,  Hew  York) . The 
relations  between  Missions  and  Govern- 
ments are  becoming  increasingly  extensive 
and  complex,  and  it  is  important  that 
they  should  be  investigated  in  their  bear- 
ing on  the  spiritual  ends  of  the  missionary 
enterprise. 

VIII.  Co-operation  and  the  Promo- 
tion of  Unity  (Chairman,  Sir  A.  H.  L. 
Fraser,  K.C.S.I.,  LL.D.;  Vice-Chairman, 


Mr.  Silas  McBee,  editor  of  The  Church- 
man■,  Hew  York,  U.S.A.).  This  commis- 
sion will  make  a study  of  what  has  ac- 
tually been  done  in  the  mission  field  in 
the  matter  of  practical  co-operation  and 
of  ecclesiastical  union,  and  while  it  will 
be  entirely  outside  its  scope  to  make  any 
proposals  regarding  the  terms  or  basis  of 
further  ecclesiastical  union,  it  may  be 
expected  to  indicate  the  directions  in 
which  co-operation  of  effort,  both  on  the 
mission  field  and  in  home  organization, 
can  with  advantage  be  extended  in  matters 
which  do  not  involve  questions  of  prin- 
ciple or  conscience. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS  OF  COMMISSIONS. 

In  order  to  allow  of  the  commissions 
meeting  for  conference  and  discussion, 
membership  has  been  restricted  to  those 
resident  in  Great  Britain  and  America, 
and  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  The 
European  and  the  American  sections 
of  the  commissions  will  work  as  co- 
operating committees.  There  will  be  as- 
sociated with  the  commissions  as  corres- 
ponding members  the  missionaries  in  the 
different  mission  fields  best  qualified  to 
give  counsel  and  expert  information  on 
the  various  subjects  to  be  investigated. 
Further,  in  view  of  the  growing  desire 
and  ability  of  the  churches  in  Mission 
lands  to  co-operate  with  the  churches  of 
the  West  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world,  and  of  the  great  advantage  of  hav- 
ing the  opinions  of  competent  native 
Christians  regarding  many  of  the  matters 
under  review,  leaders  of  indigenous 
churches  in  the  mission  field  will  also  be 
associated  with  the  commissions  as  cor- 
responding members.  It  is  hoped  in  this 
way  to  gather  together  and  to  make  avail- 
able for  the  whole  Church  the  most  varied 
and  ripest  experience  of  missionary  work- 
ers in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

THE  CONFERENCE  PROPER. 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  Edin- 
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burgh,  and  will  begin  on  Tuesday,  June 
14,  1910.  It  will  continue  for  a period 
of  about  ten  days.  The  programme  and 
procedure  of  the  Conference  are  still  un- 
der consideration.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  an  important  part  of  its  work 
will  be  the  thorough  discussion  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  commissions  by  this  represen- 
tative assembly  of  missionary  leaders 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.  There  will 
also  be  an  opportunity  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  some  of  the  important  missionary 
questions  which  have  not  been  assigned  to 
a commission  for  investigation.  Associ- 
ated with  the  Conference  of  official  dele- 
gates there  will  be  meetings  of  a public 
character,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
home  to  the  mind  of  the  Christian 
Church  the  true  nature,  difficulty  and 
glory  of  the  missionary  enterprise. 

Membership  of  the  Conference  wTill  be 
restricted  to  official  delegates,  the  number 
of  whom  will  not  exceed  eleven  hundred. 
Apart  from  one  hundred  delegates  who 
ma}r  be  specially  nominated  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  executive  committees, 
the  delegates  will  be  appointed  by  the 
various  missionary  societies  on  a definite 
basis  of  representation.  Every  society 
administering  funds  and  sending  out  mis- 
sionaries for  the  propagation  of  the  gos- 
pel among  non-Christian  peoples,  and 
possessing  an  annual  home  income  of 
£2000  and  over,  will  be  entitled  to  one 
representative,  and  societies  having  £4000 
of  income  and  upward  will  be  entitled  to 
two  representatives,  with  an  additional 
representative  for  every  further  £4000 
of  income.  The  delegates  may  be  mem- 
bers or  secretaries  of  the  society,  mission- 
aries from  the  field,  or  representatives  of 
mission  churches  connected  with  the  so- 
ciety. It  is  hoped  that  each  missionary 
society  will  make  an  effort  to  secure  the 
presence  at  the  Conference  of  some  of  its 
most  experienced  missionaries,  and  also 


of  some  representatives  of  the  churches  in 
its  mission  fields. 

THE  PRACTICAL  OUTCOME. 

The  Conference,  if  it  is  to  fulfill  the 
purpose  of  God,  must  not  be  an  end,  but  a 
beginning.  More  important  than  the  Con- 
ference itself  is  the  question -of  its  prac- 
tical outcome.  An  enlarged  understand- 
ing of  onr  duty  will  be  perilous  if  it  is 
not  followed  by  a corresponding  advance 
in  faith  and  service.  It  is  not  too  early, 
even  at  the  beginning  of  the  work  of  in- 
quiry, to  concern  ourselves  with  the  ques- 
tion what  response  may  be  made  to  the 
light  which  God  will  give.  As  we  con- 
template the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be 
done,  we  are  conscious  that  the  funda- 
mental difficulty  is  not  one  of  men  or 
money,  although  both  are  needed  in  large- 
ly increased  measure,  but  of  spiritual 
power.  The  Christian  experience  of  the 
Church  is  not  deep,  intense,  and  living 
enough  to  meet  the  world’s  need.  The 
study  of  that  need,  and  of  the  problems  to 
which  it  gives  rise,  will  be  in  vain  unless 
it  is  accompanied  by  a hunger  and  thirst 
after  a fresh  discovery  of  God  and  of  the 
meaning  of  His  revelation  in  J esus  Christ. 
The  end  of  the  Conference  will  be  attained 
only  if  the  consideration  of  missionary 
problems  should  lead  to  the  growth  of  a 
more  living  and  daring  faith,  and  to  the 
more  perfect  manifestation  by  the  Church 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Incarnation  and  of 
the  Cross. 

APPEAL  FOR  PRAYER. 

To  this  end  we  invite  all  who  believe  in 
the  efficacy  of  prayer  to  unite  in  regular 
and  unwearied  intercession  on  behalf  of 
this  Conference,  entreating  that  God 
would  give  with  an  increase  of  knowledge 
an  increase  also  of  power,  faith  and  love, 
and  would  lead  His  Church  into  a deeper 
fellowship  with  the  life  of  her  Crucified, 
Risen  and  Ascended  Lord.  An  interces- 
sion paper,  suggesting  a number  of  special 
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subjects  for  intercession,  has  been  pre-  tained  on  application  to  the  headquarters 
pared  by  the  committee,  and  may  be  ob-  of  all  missionary  societies. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh, 

Chairman  of  the  Conference. 

W.  Hepburne-Scott, 

Duncan  McLaren, 

Chairmen  of  the  British  Executive 
Committee. 

WHAT  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY  MOVEMENT  INVOLVES. 

Prayer:  This  should  become  a daily  habit. Many  men  turn  aside  from  their 

regular  work  for  a few  moments  each  day  at  noon  hour  to  pray  for  world-wide  missions. 
May  we  not  unite  with  others  in  this  ministry  of  daily  intercession  ? 

Giving:  It  is  scarcely  believed  possible  that  any  man  could  work  heartily  in  such 

an  effort  as  this,  without  giving  of  his  income  at  least  a fair  proportion,  based  on 
Scripture  teaching,  for  the  extension  of  Christ’s  Kingdom.  Of  this  amount,  it  is 
also  important  that  a reasonable  ratio  be  devoted  to  work  in  non-Christian  lands. 
Every  man  should  decide  upon  such  a ratio  after  prayerful  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject.  Since  the  numbers  to  be  reached  by  the  churches  of  North  America 
are  ten-fold  greater  abroad  than  at  home,  and  since  a large  proportion  of  Church  mem- 
bers are  giving  nothing  whatever  to  work  abroad,  is  it  not  reasonable  for  those  of  us 
who  really  -believe  in  world-wide  missions,  to  devote  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  our  total 
offerings  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  the  non-Christian  world?  If  we  invest  our 
lives  (presumably  our  largest  investment)  and  75  per  cent,  of  our  offerings  in  religious, 
educational  and  philanthropic  work  at  home,  is  it  not  fitting  that  we  devote  at  least 
25  per  cent,  of  our  total  offerings  to  similar  work  abroad?  Many  men  would  urge  a 
far  larger  proportion  than  this.  It  is  believed  that  all  givers  will  be  helped  by  fixing 
in  advance  upon  some  proportion  which  appeals  to  their  own  minds  as  reasonable  and 
fair.  “System,  not  spasm,  is  God’s  method.”  The  most  intelligent  giving  is  on  a 
carefully  prearranged  basis. 

Study:  If  we  are  to  be  fully  equipped  workers,  we  must  be  up  to  date  in  our 

knowledge  of  the  great  facts  of  missionary  progress.  ****** 
The  object  for  each  man  to  aim  at  is  to  make  himself  an  intelligent  and  effective  ad- 
vocate of  a comprehensive  and  adequate  missionary  policy. 

Work:  This  opens  a field  of  limitless  opportunity.  One’s  own  home,  his  church, 
his  circle  of  business  acquaintances,  his  community — all  of  these  furnish  a field  for 
personal  evangelism,  and  for  creating  or  deepening  an  intelligent  spirit  of  world- 
wide missions.  The  whole  Church  needs  to  be  awakened  to  its  missionary  responsi- 
bility. The  Laymen’s  Movement  hopes  to  help  the  men  of  the  churches,  and  espe- 
cially those  who  identify  themselves  actively  in  this  effort,  to  make  their  lives  count  for 
the  most  in  extending  and  establishing  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  throughout  the  world. 
If  the  members  of  this  Movement  will  set  an  inspiring  example  of  loyalty  to  our 
Lord  in  this  effort,  and  will  pray  and  work  together  persistently,  there  is  no  reason 
why  most  of  us  may  not  see  the  knowledge  of  Christ  made  universal  in  our  own  life- 
time. “From  every  man  according  to  his  ability ; to  every  man  according  to  his  need.” 
— Leaflet. 


Arthur  J.  Brown, 

Chairman  of  the  American 
Executive  Committee. 
Th.  Oehler, 

Chairman  of  the  Ausschuss  der 
Deutschen  Evangelischen  Mis- 
sions-gesellschaften. 

J.  H.  Oldham,  Secretary. 
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Latakia,  Syria. — A letter  from  [Dr.  J. 
M.  Balph,  dated  Dec.  8,  1908,  contains 
items  of  interest: 

The  “proclamation  of  the  constitution” 
and  the  “new  era”  that  has  recently  been 
ushered  in  here,  promise  much  for  this 
land  so  long  groaning  under  oppression. 
Of  the  future  it  would  be  a difficult  task 
to  predict;  the  right  of  public  assemblage 
and  freedom  of  the  press  have  been  im- 
portant steps  forward.  The  public  are 
now  reading  and  will  naturally  do  some 
thinking.  Just  what  the  effect  will  be  on 
mission  work  the  future  alone  can  deter- 
mine. It  seems  as  if  the  old  order  of 
things  could  never  again  prevail ; but  what 
restrictions  may  be  imposed  by  parliamen- 
tary action  remain  to  be  seen. 

The  past  few  months  have  been  char- 
acterized by  an  almost  total  absence  of 
governmental  interference  with  our  work 
in  this  field.  There  has  been  a long  time 
of  “sowing  in  tears,”  but  perhaps  the 
“reaping  time  of  joy”  may  be  nearer  than 
we  had  thought.  In  Latakia  the  schools 
are  full,  and  the  usual  work  is  being  done 
in  Tartoos  and  Suadia.  In  Tartoos- three 
teachers  are  employed  with  well  on  to  a 
hundred  pupils.  Mrs.  Juraidini,  the  wife 
of  our  late  Licentiate  of  revered  memory, 
has  returned  to  Tartoos  and  is  engaged 
as  one  of  the  teachers  there.  In  Suadia 
there  are  two  teachers  who  were  formerly 
employed  there,  and  another  who  was  re- 
cently sent  from  Latakia  to  do  the  special 
work  of  an  evangelist.  The  people  in  this 
place  are  in  rather  an  unhappy  frame  of 
mind  at  present,  owing  to  their  disap- 
pointment in  not  having  a missionary  sent 
to  them.  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  McFar- 
land both  made  a prolonged  visit  there 


recently,  endeavoring  to  do  what  they 
could  to  encourage  and  help ; but  evidently 
it  will  take  some  time  for  them  to  recover 
from  their  disappointment. 

There  are  three  other  outside  schools 
in  operation,  one  in  Inkzik,  and  the 
other  two  in  fellaheen  villages,  all  having 
a fair  attendance.  It  is  probable  that  by 
this  time  there  has  also  been  opened  a 
school  in  G-unaimia.  Last  year  the  school 
there  was  closed  by  the  government,  but 
we  hope  there  will  now  be  no  opposition. 
We  have  for  several  years  been  awaiting 
a favorable  opportunity  to  erect  a build- 
ing in  that  village  for  Mission  purposes, 
but  were  unable  to  do  so  until  this  fall. 
In  the  latter  part  of  September,  work  was 
begun,  and  we  now  have  a good  substan- 
tial building  of  one  story  erected  and 
covered  with  the  ordinary  flat  roof  used 
here,  which  will  serve  for  the  floor  of  the 
second  story,  which  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  put  up  in  the  spring.  The  building  is 
about  20  by  30  feet,  and  will  be  suitable 
for  all  meetings,  and  the  upper  story  when 
erected  will  accommodate  any  one  or  a 
family,  that  may  be  able  to  spend  some 
time  there. 

When  we  began  this  work  we  had  only 
about  £20,  the  balance  of  an  old  building 
fund;  but  about  £40  more  have  been  re- 
ceived and  spent,  and  there  is  still  a small 
debt  due  on  what  has  already  been  done. 
There  will  be  needed  yet  at  least  £60,  or 
$300,  to  complete  the  work.  But  there 
are  no  doubt  a few  individuals  whom  the 
Lord  has  prospered  who  will  be  willing 
and  desirous  to  contribute  this  amount, 
that  it  may  be  ready  when  the  time  comes. 
We  have  already  ordered  roofing  and  other 
materials,  in  faith  that  the  money  will  be 
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ready.  Considering  that  we  have  a larger 
number  of  communicants  there  than  in 
any  other  place,  Latakia  not  excepted,  it 
is  certainly  worth  while  to  make  ready  for 
active  work  there  if  the  door  remains 
open,  as  it  seems  to  be  now. 

Medical  work  is  going  on  about  as  usual. 
Clinics  are  held  regularly,  although  inter- 
rupted for  a time  on  account  of  frequent 
trips  to  Grunaimia.  In  the  two  months 
since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  we  have 
treated  twenty-five  in-patients.  Miss  Elsey 
lias  now  been  with  us  for  some  time  and 
has  fallen  into  the  ways  of  the  work  with 
facility,  and  is  rendering  invaluable  help 
both  in  the  hospital  and  in  the  clinics. 
She  is  so  much  in  demand  for  work  that  I 
am  afraid  she  will  find  her  remaining 
time  all  too  short  for  the  study  of  the 
language. 

Asia  Minor. — A personal  letter  from 

Kev.  C.  A.  Dodds,  dated  Dec.  22,  1908, 
supplies  the  following  items : 

I have  not  been  away  from  Mer- 

sina  for  some  time.  To-morrow  I hope 
to  go  to  Tarsus  to  see  what  shape  things 
are  in  there.  M.  Mikhail  reports  good 
meetings.  The  school  there  is  not  so 
large  as  last  year,  but  the  majority  of  the 
pupils  are  fellaheen.  The  reason  given  for 
there  not  being  more  of  the  Mardinli 
children  is  that  conditions  are  so  very 
hard  that  every  child  who  is  big  enough 
to  separate  cotton  from  the  boll  has  to 
help  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  The 
latest  report  from  Karadash  gives  twenty- 
four  as  the  number  in  school  there.  Pos- 
sibly there  might  be  more  with  a more 
efficient  teacher.  I have  no  recent  report 
of  the  work  in  Adana.  We  tried  to  get  a 
new  house  there  this  year,  but  nothing 
suitable  seemed  to  be  available,  so  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  occupy  the  old 
house  for  another  year. 

Miss  French  seems  better  of  late.  She 


expects  to  visit  at  Alexandretta  and  La- 
takia during  the  holidays.  I hope  the 
visit  will  do  her  good. 

All  in  the  Mission  are  now  in  fair 
health.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  a little 
visit  from  Dr.  Martin’s  family  last  Fri- 
day, their  steamer  touching  here  on  its 
way  to  Alexandretta.  Dr.  M.  seems  to 
have  quite  recovered  his  health. 

It  is  so  very  sad,  from  our  side,  and 
for  the  present  moment,  the  Providence 
that  lays  Mr.  Blair  aside.  I sincerely 
hope  that  the  right  eye  may  be  spared  in 
its  strength. 

Cyprus. — The  following  letter  from  Dr. 
Calvin  McCarroll,  of  Nicosia,  is  dated 
Dec.  30,  1908 : 

Although  the  work  has  not  been  quite 
as  heavy  as  earlier  in  the  fall,  still  we 
have  had  sufficient  to  keep  us  busy  the 
greater  part  of  the  time.  During  the 
past  two  months  we  have  given  out  more 
than  1,300  treatments  in  the  office,  and 
have  made  about  100  calls  in  the  town 
and  eight  trips  to  villages,  involving  travel 
of  about  110  miles.  Perhaps  it  is -not  quite 
correct  to  say  the  treatments  were  “given 
out,”  for  it  is  rarely  that  we  give  any- 
thing entirely  free,  except  when  we  treat 
eyes  without  giving  any  medicine.  Eight 
cents  is  the  price  we  usually  charge  those 
who  are  present  at  the  reading  of  the 
Word  and  preaching.  Those  who  come 
later  have  to  pay  more.  The  receipts 
for  the  two  months  amount  to  about  £55 
stg.  From  the  receipts  are  paid  all  run- 
ning expenses  of  the  station,  including 
all  drugs  and  salary  of  native  preacher, 
and  now  w^e  have  also  undertaken  to  build 
a small  house  in  the  rear  of  Mission  com- 
pound for  the  native  worker  in  order  that 
he  may  be  near  and  at  hand  when  needed, 
since  by  the  nature  of  our  work  the  hours 
are  a little  irregular.  And  ilow  we  have 
a great  desire,  as  the  best  means  for  the 
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advancement  of  the  work,  to  have  a hos- 
pital, in  which  the  patients  may  be  brought 
under  the  influence  of  the  gospel  contin- 
uously for  several  days  or  weeks.  At  least 
I understand  it  to  be  the  experience  of 
other  medical  missionaries  that  the  best 
results  are  obtained  from  those  who  have 
been  treated  in  the  hospital. 

Malaria  still  continues,  although  much 
less  than  a few  weeks  ago.  Since  our 
summer  vacation  we  have  used  about 
seven  pounds  of  quinine.  Fortunately,  it 
is  much  cheaper  in  England  than  Amer- 
ica. In  England  we  get  it  for  20  cents 
an  ounce. 

During  the  past  few  weeks,  Mr.  Pepon- 
iades,  the  old  man  who  gave  us  the  gar- 
den, has  been  very  ill;  in  fact,  for  a few 
days  his  prospects  were  far  from  bright, 
humanly  speaking;  but  now  he  seems  on 
the  fair  way  to  recovery.  On  the  day 
before  yesterday  we  were  called  to  Yaro- 
lekko,  a village  seven  miles  out,  to  see  a 
pneumonia  patient,  and  on  our  return 
toward  evening  there  were  men  waiting  to 
take  us  to  Dikomo,  seven  miles  out  in  an- 
other direction,  to  see  a woman  who  had 
been  very  sick  for  ten  days,  and  who  they 
feared  was  dying.  As  there  had  been  a 
heavy  rain  the  previous  night,  the  roads 
were  muddy,  and  not  wishing  to  take  our 
horse  to  the  second  village,  we  hired  a 
carriage  with  two  horses  to  take  us  out, 
and  after  covering  one-half  the  distance 
in  the  rain  and  darkness,  the  horses  re- 
fused to  proceed,  so  we  were  compelled 
to  return,  and  the  next  morning  we  re- 
ceived word  of  the  death  of  the  patient. 
Perhaps  w~e  were  mistaken,  but  we  felt 
that  the  Lord  had  prevented  us  that  we 
might  not  be  blamed  as  causing  her  death. 

A few  days  ago  we  were  visiting  a 
patient  in  a Turkish  home  of  the  lower 
class,  and  we  were  surprised  to  find  an 
old  family  Bible  in  Turkish,  presented  by 
Bev.  Lownds  in  the  year  1853.  However, 


it  does  not  seem  to  have  made  much  im- 
pression on  the  lives  of  the  owners,  as  the 
husband  of  this  woman  has  three  or  four 
other  wives  living  in  different  parts  of  the 
island. 

It  was  our  intention  to  visit  before  this 
the  leper  colony  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  disease,  but  until  now 
have  not  found  the  opportunity.  We  hope, 
however,  to  go  soon,  and  will  write  in  the 
next  letter  something  of  their  condition. 

To-morrow  we  hope  to  have  with  us  our 
brother’s  family  to  begin  the  New  Year 
together ; and  as  they  have  vacation  in  the 
school  he  intends  to  visit  the  brethren  in 
Kyrenia,  some  of  whom  have  a leaning 
toward  the  Plymouth  Brethren.  Spirit- 
ually, we  see  no  marked  results,  except 
that  hostility  is  less  marked  and  opposi- 
tion decreasing,  and  the  people  do  not 
disturb  the  meetings. 

We  are  able  to  sympathize  with  the 
workers  in  China  as  regards  the  opposition 
and  persecution  of  the  converts,  which 
seem  to  be  arising  in  that  land.  xAnd  it 
is  with  sorrow  that  we  read  of  the  af- 
fliction of  Bev.  B.  A.  Blair  and  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Mission  through  his  re- 
turn to  America. 

Latakia,  Syria. — A letter  from  Miss 
Maggie  B.  Edgar  to  the  Board,  dated  Dec. 
29,  1908,  brings  additional  items  from 
this  field: 

We  have  just  closed  our  schools  here 
for  a week,  at  the  close  of  the  autumn 
term  of  work,  but  as  many  of  our  board- 
ers are  too  far  from  home  to  leave  for  so 
short  a time  in  winter,  it  can  hardlv"  be 
called  a vacation;  but  it  is  a change  from 
the  routine  of  classes,  and  gives  an  op- 
portunity for  catching  up  with  some  other 
matters  that  are  neglected  in  school  time. 
The  past  term  of  school  has  been  a very 
quiet  one.  Our  boarders  in  the  boys’ 
school  have  been  about  the  same  number 
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as  last  year,  the  attendance  in  the  day 
school  a little  larger  than  last  year  for  the 
same  time.  In  the  girls*  school  I believe 
Miss  Wylie  has  more  boarding  pupils  than 
last  year,  about  sixty  at  present. 

Our  older  pupils  in  the  boys*  school  are 
all  quiet,  studious  boys,  most  of  them  pro- 
fessing Christians,  and  it  is  a cause  of 
encouragement  that  they  give  evidence  of 
the  reality  of  their  faith.  The  two  young 
helpers  who  began  work  this  year  are  do- 
ing very  well  for  beginners ; one  is  a native 
of  Latakia,  a brother  of  Dr.  Balph*s  as- 
sistant and  druggist.  The  other  is  from 
G-unaimia,  the  village  of  which  Dr.  Balph 
writes  in  December  Olive  Trees.  We 
have  in  school  also  twelve  boys  from  this 
same  village,  all  but  two  of  them  children 
of  members  there.  Some  of  them  are  giv- 
ing promise  of  being  stronger  Christians 
than  their  parents,  as  they  should,  having 
had  so  much  better  opportunities  in  their 
youth.  We  are  encouraged,  as  we  see  in 
these  young  Christians  a growing  love  for 
truthfulness  and  honesty  and  cleanness  of 
speech,  and  a stronger  sentiment  against 
the  use  of  tobacco,  faults  that  have  so 
marred  the  profession  of  many  earlier 
converts.  It  is  our  constant  prayer  that 
they  may  be  strong  men,  and  that  some 
of  them  may  be  moved  to  spend  their 
lives  in  service  for  their  own  people. 

Our  Mission  circle  are  all  in  good 
health  and  busy.  We  look  forward  to 
observing  the  yearly  week  of  prayer  next 
week,  and  following  that  will  be  the  com- 
munion season.  We  long  that  the  new 
year  coming  on  may  be  one  of  greater 
blessing  than  any  we  have  yet  known. 

# 

Under  same  date  Miss  F.  May  Elsey 
sends  an  account  of  the  trip  from  New 
York  to  Latakia : 

Perhaps  some  of  the  friends  at  home 
will  be  interested  in  hearing  something 
of  our  trip  to  Latakia. 


We  had  not  left  New  York  more  than 
two  hours,  I think,  when  we  came  to  a 
sudden  “stand  still,**  being  overtaken^  or 
having  overtaken  a dense  fog,  which  set- 
tled about  us  and  remained  for  two  days. 
The  time  was  beginning  to  seem  quite 
long,  when  at  last  the  mists  were  cleared 
away  and  we  went  on.  We  were  all  “good 
sailors,**  so  long  as  the  steamer  was  sta- 
tionary, but  some  of  us  failed  when  the 
real  trial  came,  for  we  met  with  a furious 
storm  that  but  few  were  able  to  withstand. 
Mrs.  Willson  was  awarded  first  prize  in 
our  crowd,  as  she  never  missed  a meal  the 
whole  trip.  1*11  not  say  a word  about 
Mr.  Willson  nor  myself. 

However,  we  reached  Liverpool  early  in 
the  afternoon  of  Oct.  2.  We  were  very 
glad  to  see  land  once  more,  and  it  seemed 
good  to  ride  in  a car  again.  We  left  Liv- 
erpool fifteen  minutes  after  landing,  none 
of  our  baggage  being  inspected,  and 
reached  London  early  in  the  evening.  We 
found  the  Foreign  Mission  Club,  where 
we  remained  until  the  following  Tues- 
day. During  our  stay  we  spent  our  time 
at  the  Franco-British  Exposition  and  also 
took  Cook*s  touring  car  one  day  and  saw 
what  we  could  of  London  in  a short  time. 
We  found  ourselves  much  interested  and 
were  sorry  our  time  was  so  limited,  but 
also  glad  to  be  starting  toward  our  new 
home  and  work.  In  Paris  we  saw  a very 
different  people  and  great  changes  in 
buildings,  etc.  We  were  not  long  there, 
but  hastened  on  to  Marsailles,  where  we 
took  steamer  for  Latakia. 

Our  Mediterranean  trip  was  a delight, 
for  we  could  see  mountains  along  the  coast 
the  greater  part  of  the  way,  and  here  and 
there  little  towns  and  cities  dotting  their 
slopes.  We  were  allowed  to  leave  the 
steamer  at  Pireus  and  go  up  to  Athens. 
This  trip  we  enjoyed  very  much,  and  it 
was  a happy  surprise  to  see  Athens  so 
clean  and  beautiful  after  passing  through 
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Pireus.  At  Constantinople  we  were 
greeted  by  sights  and  sounds  and  odors 
most  wonderful.  The  dogs  we  met  and 
didn’t  meet  and  those  we  only  heard  were 
something  I could  never  have  imagined. 
My  principal  impressions  of  that  great 
city  were  those  of  Mosques,  red  caps,  dogs 
and  beggars  and  poor  horses.  They  say 
there  is  a nice  side  to  this  city,  but  our 
driver  evidently  did  not  know  it.  How- 
ever, we  were  glad  to  see  a new  side  of  the 
world. 

At  Beirut  we  visited  the  American 
Press,  the  Girls’  School  and  the  Ameri- 
can College.  The  college  is  beautifully 
situated  and  it  seems  to  be  all  that  one 
could  expect  or  desire. 

At  Larnaca,  Cyprus,  Alexandretta, 
Mersina,  we  were  met  by  missionaries  and 
taken  to  their  homes  and  enjoyed  the  hos- 
pitality of  these  friends.  Indeed  they 
made  us  most  welcome.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Willson  left  me  at  Mersina,  and  from  that 
station  I made  my  way  alone.  After  leav- 
ing Alexandretta,  I was  the  only  woman 
in  first-class  cabin.  We  reached  Latakia 
ear]y  Sabbath  morning,  Oct.  25,  and  the 
missionaries  here  met  me  and  took  me  in 
as  if  they  were  really  glad  I had  come.  If 
they  didn’t  mean  it,  they  have  well-nigh 
made  me  think  so  anyway.  All  here  were 
well  and  apparently  happy,  and  hard  at 
work.  The  people,  the  natives  as  well  as 
the  missionaries,  are  noted  for  their 
friendly  spirit.  And  so  I have  found 
them.  The  work  I know  very  little  of  so 
far ; perhaps  I can  speak  more  intelligent- 
ly later. 

China. — The  following  letter  from 
Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  dated  Dec.  14;  1908,  con- 
tains a story  of  persistent  opposition  to 
the  work: 

I have  almost  forgotten  what  I wrote 
you  last,  and  matters  have  passed  through 
so  many  phases  that  it  is  difficult  to  give 


a clear  statement  of  what  has  happened. 
Briefly,  the  violence  was  suppressed  by 
the  appearance  of  soldiers,  and  the  matter 
resolved  itself  into  a contest  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  chapel.  The  owner  of  the 
ground  had  purchased  it  from  a man 
named  No,  who  in  turn  had  purchased  it 
from  a man  named  Lei,  and,  according 
to  a custom  they  have,  he  never  surren- 
dered his  stamped  deed,  but  gave  bills 
of  sale,  and  Mr.  Lei  and  his  forefathers 
have  paid  the  taxes  for  perhaps  a hundred 
years  and  continue  to  do  so.  The  persecu- 
tors laid  claim  to  the  property,  and  said 
it  belonged  to  their  ancestral  inheritance. 
The  official  received  orders  to  investigate. 
He  said  the  stamped  deed  was  a good 
deed  and  that  it  did  not  apply  to  this 
piece  of  land ! It  will  seem  monstrous 
to  you  and  the  friends  at  home  that  so 
barefaced  a farce  can  be  seriously  played 
here,  but  Mr.  Lei  is  poor  and  only  one 
man.  The  Chan  clan  is  numerous, 
wealthy  and  powerful,  and  he  can  better 
lose  his  ground  than  begin  to  law  about 
it.  Following  his  decision  that  the  ground 
belongs  to  the  Chans,  they  have  brought 
charges  against  the  man  who  rented  it 
to  us  and  also  two  of  my  students,  pre- 
sumably for  trying  to  alienate  their  an- 
cestral inheritance,  but  as  no  copy  of  the 
charges  can  be  secured  except  by  the  pay- 
ment of  money  in  such  amount  as  the 
official  sees  fit  to  demand,  they  have  not 
secured  copies  and  do  not  know  what  the 
charges  are  against  them. 

The  deeds  of  the  land  purchased  in  Lin 
Tan  and  Do  Sing  last  year  were  re- 
turned unstamped  last  week,  being  re- 
jected on  technical  grounds,  which  in  a 
Chinese  transaction  would  not  cut  any 
figure.  The  chapel  we  recently  rented 
in  Sha  Pong  is  also  encountering  official 
opposition.  Some  persons  out  there  have 
begun  to  raise  trouble.  To-day  my  brother 
and  I went  to  the  official  and  requested 
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him  to  put  out  a proclamation  warning 
people  to  behave  themselves,  and  he  re- 
fused to  do  it.  He  also  tried  to  convince 
us  that  Sha  Pong  was  no  place  to  have  a 
chapel,  talked  about  thieves,  bad  location, 
and  a lot  of  other  things  having  no  more 
sense  than  truth  in  them. 

It  is  possible  that  the  conditions  we  are 
meeting  are  purely  local,  and  if  this  be 
true,  they  may  soon  change,  I fear  they  are 
general,  and  that  it  is  a systematic  official 
plan  to  defeat  the  ends  of  the  treaty  and 
hinder  the  spread  of  Christianity  so  far 
as  they  are  able  to  do  so. 

The  Chan  people  still  utter  threats  of 
violence,  and  say  they  will  secure  the 
death  of  Chan  Yan  Uen,  who  rented  the 
•place  to  us.  We  have  used  all  means  that  lay 
within  our  power  to  help  them  and  hold 
the  chapel,  and  they  seem  to  have  failed 
us.  There  is  the  never  failing  Eock  of 
Eefuge,  and  while  I cannot  see  now  His 
plan,  I am  sure  He  will  take  care  of  His 
own  cause  and  people,  and  all  the  tricks 
and  schemes  and  cruelty  of  the  Chinese 
officials  cannot  stand  in  the  way  of  His 
Kingdom.  “He  that  sitteth  in  the  heav- 
ens shall  laugh.” 

In  the  meantime  the  interest  in  our 
daily  work  does  not  seem  to  lessen,  and 
we  hope  for  accessions  at  our  approach- 
ing communion,  which  comes  Jan.  3. 
My  brother  and  his  family  are  back  in 
good  health.  The  steamer  arrived  a day 
early  and  Mrs.  Eobb  and  I met  them  in 
Plong  Kong.  By  a fortunate  combination 
of  circumstances,  we  were  able  to  leave 
Hong  Kong  that  evening,  and  got  home 
to  Tak  Hing  for  Sabbath.  In  fact,  we 
arrived  in  Tak  Hing  before  daylight,  Fri- 


day morning,  unexpected,  and  had  to  walk 
the  mile  from  the  landing  home  in  the 
rain.  I wonder  what  Miss  Dean  thought 
of  her  reception;  but  she  did  not  ac- 
knowledge that  it  was  anything  to  get  dis- 
couraged over.  She  makes  a good  be- 
ginning, and  her  teacher  says  she  will 
learn  “ho  faai,”  which  she  can  translate 
for  you  when  she  writes. 

Dr.  Kate  has  been  taking  a needed,  but 
rather  unwilling  rest  for  a couple  or  three 
weeks  with  a sore  back.  The  fact  that  it 
was  sore  is  the  proof  she  needed  the  rest. 
She  is  mending  and  we  expect  will  be 
well  and  at  work  before  this  reaches  you. 

We  have  a warm  season.  I am  sitting 
in  my  shirtsleeves  as  I write  after  dark 
in  a room  where  there  is  no  fire  and  the 
doors  are  open.  It  is  eight  years  since  I 
have  seen  snow  except  on  the  summit  of 
mountains  when  at  home.  It  is  my  turn 
to  write  a letter  for  Olive  Trees  this 
month,  but  I question  the  wisdom  of  pub- 
lishing most  of  this  at  this  stage.  I will 
leave  that  to  your  judgment.  Your  tel- 
grain  came,  and  I hope  my  first  letters 
did  not  alarm  the  Church  unduly.  The 
situation  was  serious,  and  I fear  there  are 
hard  days  ahead.  Yet  I am  proud  of  the 
splendid  behavior  of  the  Christians,  and 
am  sure  the  Lord,  whom  we  serve,  has  His 
own  ends  in  view  in  this  fiery  trial. 

There  is  no  direct  word  from  Dr.  and 
Mrs.,  J.  M.  Wright,  but  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Co.  has  informed  Mr.  Walter  T. 
Miller  that  the  steamer  leaving  Vancouver 
Dec.  9,  1908,  reached  Hong  Hong  Friday, 
Jan.  1,  1909. 


To  be  fellow-worker  with  God  may  appear  to  be  too  vast  and  impossible  an  idea  of 
the  purpose  of  human  life  in  this  world ; yet  nothing  is  clearer  and  more  certain  than 
that  He  Who  made  man  and  sent  him  here  to  work  and  labor  until  the  evening  has 
left  many  things  for  man  to  do  in  fulfilling  His  plans  and  completing  His  works. — 
Dr.  John  Hunter , Glasgow. 
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Idana,  Kansas. — The  L.  M.  Society  of 
Hebron  Congregation  desires  to  leave 
this  tribute  of  love  and  esteem  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Burns  Milligan, 
who  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  morning 
of  March  7,  1908,  aged  ninety  years  and 
five  months.  She  loved  the  house  of  God 
and  was  faithful  in  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  as  long  as  she  was  able  to  at- 
tend. 

She  was  elected  president  of  our  L.  M. 
S.  when  it  was  organized  in  November, 
1883,  and  continued  a faithful  member 
as  long  as  she  was  able  to  meet  with  us. 
We  bow  in  humble  submission  to  His  will. 
Who  doeth  all  things  well.  We  bear  tes- 
timony to  her  faithfulness  and  love  as  a 
friend,  to  her  devotion  and  tenderness  as 
a mother  and  her  kindness  and  sympathy 
in  the  home,  where  she  was  always 
ready  for  every  good  work.  We  fondly 
cherish  her  memory  in  the  hope  of  meet- 
ing again,  and  extend  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  children,  and  com- 
mend them  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  Who 
will  sustain  and  support  all  His  children 
in  time  of  trouble.  “She  is  not  dead,  but 
sleepeth.”  It  was  resolved  that  a copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  bereaved 
family,  and  that  they  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Society,  and  published  in 
the  R.  P.  Standard  and  Olive  Trees. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Greenlee, 
Mrs.  Rachel  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Elma  Copeland. 


York,  N.  Y . — Our  Heavenly  Father,  in 
His  love,  called  one  of  our  number, 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Milroy,  on  Sept.  15,  1908, 
from  her  happy  home,  her  loved  and  lov- 
ing children  and  friends,  to  His  glorious 
home  above.  As  a society,  we  wish  to  ex- 
press and  place  on  record  our  sense  of 
loss  in  being  deprived  of  her  cheering 
presence,  her  wise  counsel  and  uplifting 
influence  in  all  our  lines  of  work  and 
enjoyment;  and  our  gratitude  to  a kind 
Providence,  which  for  so  many  years  gave 
her  with  all  her  wealth  of  physical,  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  vigor  to  us  as  a 
society,  and  to  the  Church  of  her  choice, 
a professed  member  for  sixty  years. 

In  the  cause  of  temperance  and  of  mis- 
sions she  was  an  enthusiastic  worker;  in 
her  home,  as  wife  and  mother,  she  ex- 
emplified the  graces  of  a Christian  char- 
acter. “Her  children  rise  up  and  call 
her  blessed.” 

Her  joy  was  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord’s 
house,  and  her  delight  to  welcome  to 
heart  and  home  those  devoted  to  the 
Lord’s  work.  “To  do  good  and  communi- 
cate, for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is  well 
pleased”  was  often  her  response  to  our  roll 
call,  and  during  a long  life,  which  ex- 
tended over  four-score  years,  she  seemed 
never  to  forget  that  since  “heavy  is  the 
weight  of  ill  in  many  a heart,  comforters 
are  needed  much  of  Christ-like  touch,” 
and  she  evinced  “a  skill  in  comfort’s  art.” 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Forest, 

Mrs.  Martha  McKee. 


Committee. 


What  is  thy  burden,  thy  suspense,  thy  fear,  0 child  of  God  ? Does  it  apply  to  your- 
self, or  family,  or  business,  or  Sabbath  school  class,  or  church?  Say  not,  “All  these 
things  are  against  me,”  but  stir  thyself  in  faith  and  works.  “Stir  up  the  gift  that 
is  in  thee.”  Trust  God  and  use  the  talents  and  opportunities  He  gives  thee.  “Com- 
mit thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  trust  also  in  Him  and  He  will  bring  it  to  pass.  Delight 
thyself  also  in  the  Lord  and  He  shall  give  thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart.” — Rev. 
W.  J.  Mosier. 
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CHURCH  EDIFICE  IN  LATAKIA. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  James  S.  Stewart.,  we  publish  the  following  sums  she  has 


received  since  Nov.  1,  1907,  for  a church  in  Latakia : Piasters. 

Cash  in  hand 20278  15 

M.  Ishoc  Shemai,  Latakia  624  15 

Constantine,  Latakia  54  20 

M.  Hanna  Simon  and  wife,  Tartoos 231  10 

M.  Antonius  Assad,  Latakia 323  30 

Fareda  Ibrahim,  Oneonta,  N.  Y 196  00 

Farrah  Gorabo,  Gunamia 138  30 


1567  05 

Ladies’  Church  Aid  Society,  Latakia 828  15 

Dr.  Ida  Scott’s  S.  S.  Class,  College  Hill 336  10 

Mr.  and  Mrs  David  Quay,  Hew  York  City 2 SO  00 

Miss  Lizzie  McKnight,  Selma,  Ala 280  00 

Mrs.  James  McKenzie,  Edinburgh 136  30 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Keys,  Northwood,  0 280  00 

Dr.  Daoud  Fahedv,  “The  Soudan” 130  30 

W.  M.  S.  Pittsburg  Presbytery  (Thank  Offering) 28  00 

3871  90 

Cash 24,150  05 

Equivalent  to  £177  sterling,  or  $862.00. 


A WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR  THE 
MOHAMMEDAN  WORLD. 

We  are  earnestly  desirous  of  making 
known  as  widely  as  possible  that  it  is 
proposed  to  set  apart  the  last  week  of 
February  next,  from  the  21st  to  the  28th, 
for  united  intercession  on  behalf  of  the 
Moslem  world.  The  proposal  to  hold  a 
special  week  of  prayer  on  behalf  of  mis- 
sions to  Mohammedans  and  Mohammedan 
lands  originated  with  the  Egypt  General 
Mission,  and  was  taken  up  by  friends  in 
England,  Australia,  New  Zealand  and 
America. 

A similar  meeting  was  held  last  Jan- 
uary in  London  for  the  first  time,  follow- 
ing the  Cairo  convention,  and  we  cannot 


but  feel  that  some  of  the  great  move- 
ments of  the  year  were  the  outcome  of 
this  intercessory  prayer. 

Surely  what  God  has  wrought  since 
last  July  in  the  Turkish  Empire  by  open- 
ing doors  and  giving  freedom  to  the  press ; 
what  He  is  doing  in  Arabia  by  preparing 
highways  for  His  gospel  in  the  building 
of  railroads;  what  He  has  done  and  is 
doing  in  Persia,  Egypt  and  Morocco  by 
the  plowshare  of  His  Providence  in  pre- 
paring the  soil  for  the  sowing  of  His 
Word — all  these  great  events,  not  to  speak 
of  revived  interest  among  Moslems  in 
Christianity  and  answered  prayers  at 
many  mission  stations,  prompt  us  to  urge 
this  appeal  and  ask  God  for  even  greater 
things. 
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At  a meeting  of  the  Arabian  Mission, 
held  on  Nov.  25,  it  was,  therefore,  re- 
solved, “that  in  response  to  a request  from 
the  Egypt  General  Mission  the  Arabian 
Mission  asks  its  supporters  and  friends  to 
set  apart  the  last  week  in  February  as  a 
week  of  prayer  for  the  Mohammedan 
world,  especially  remembering  the  present 
crisis  in  Persia,  and  the  new  develop- 
ment and  liberty  in  Turkey,  Arabia  and 
Egypt.” 

The  Arabian  Mission  invites  not  only 
all  its  supporters  and  friends,  but  all  so- 
cieties working  among  Mohammedans  to 
observe  this  week  of  prayer  with  us,  both 
at  the  family  altar,  on  the  Sabbath  day 
in  the  pulpit,  and  if  possible  by  special 
united  intercession.  “Father,  the  hour 
has  come.  Glorify  Thy  Son  that  Thy 
Son  also  may  glorify  Thee.” 

Henry  N.  Cobb, 

S.  M.  Zwemer. 

The  following  action  was  taken  at  the 
Sixteenth  Conference  of  Foreign  Mission 
Board  Secretaries,  held  in  New  York  on 
Jan.  13  and  14,  in  reference  to  a week 
of  prayer  for  the  Moslem  world : 

In  connection  with  the  awakened  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  the  young  people  in 
our  churches  in  the  study  of  the  Moslem 
problem  and  the  study  classes  organized 
in  so  many  churches,  together  with  the 
wonderful  work  of  God  in  opening  doors 
in  the  Turkish  Empire,  Persia,  Arabia 
and  Africa,  it  surely  is  appropriate  to  ask 
that  this  awakened  interest  be  followed  by 
intercessory  prayer.  It  was  therefore  re- 
solved to  set  apart  the  last  week  of  Feb- 
ruary next  from  the  21st  to  the  28th,  for 
united  intercession  on  behalf  of  the  Mos- 
lem world,  and  it  was  recommended  that 
the  various  boards  unite  in  its  observance 
by  asking  for  prayer  not  only  at  the  fam- 
ily altar  and  in  the  pulpit'on  Sabbath,  but 
wherever  possible  by  special  interdenom- 
inational meetings  for  intercession. 


SUGGESTED  TOPICS  FOR  UNITED  INTERCESSION. 

1.  For  the  unoccupied  Mohammedan 
lands,  that  Christian  missions  may  find 
an  entrance  and  that  the  Word  of  God, 
especially,  may  have  free  course  and  be 
glorified. 

2.  That  the  New  Era  in  Turkey  may 
prove  not  only  a dawn  of  liberty,  but  the 
beginning  of  a reign  of  righteousness,  and 
that  the  marvelous  opportunities  for  pro- 
claiming the  gospel  may  be  adequately 
met  by  press,  schools,  colleges  and  preach- 
ing. 

3.  For  Persia,  that  political  changes 
may  be  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel, 
and  that  the  awakened  interest  in  West- 
ern thought  may  be  followed  by  the  ac- 
ceptance of  Christianity  on  the  part  of 
many;  also  that  the  hindrances  to  the 
free  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  may  be 
removed. 

4.  For  Morocco  and  North  Africa, 
that  the  work  of  the  missionaries  may  be 
extended  into  the  interior  of  the  Barbary 
States,  and  that  the  Sudan  may  be  occu- 
pied and  the  Moslem  peril  met. 

5.  That  in  Egypt  the  peril  of  a Christ- 
less  civilization  may  be  met  by  the  Chris- 
tian press  and  Christian  education  and 
an  outpouring  of  God’s  spirit  on  all  native 
Christians. 

6.  That  the  new  railways  in  Arabia 
may  become,  through  God’s  providence, 
highways  of  the  gospel;  that  the  interior 
and  the  unoccupied  provinces  on  the 
south  and  west  may  be  occupied  by  or- 
ganized missionary  effort,  and  that  the 
Cradle  of  Islam  may  be  won  for  Christ. 

7.  For  India  and  its  62,000,000  Mo- 
hammedans, that  the  missionary  effort 
carried  on  among  them  may  be  extended,, 
and  that  fanaticism  may  be  overcome  by 
the  presentation  of  the  gospel  and  the 
work  of  medical  missions. 

8.  For  the  30,000,000  of  Mohamme- 
dans in  China,  that  some  society  may  be 
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led  to  undertake  work  for  them  speedily. 

9.  For  the  Mohammedans  in  Malaysia 
and  for  the  native  Church  gathered  from 
among  Moslems,  that  it  may  be  a real 
missionary  church;  that  those  parts  of 
Malaysia  threatened  by  Islam  may  be 
evangelized  in  time  to  avert  the  Moslem 
peril. 

10.  For  all  the  missionaries,  native 
and  foreign,  laboring  among  Moslems,  and 
for  Moslem  converts. 

11.  That  the  awakened  interest  in  the 
Mohammedan  world  on  the  part  of  so 
many  in  the  churches  at  home  may  lead 
to  the  consecration  of  life  for  service  on 
the  Moslem  field. 

12.  That  the  preparations  for  the 
Lucknow  Conference  of  missionaries, 
which  is  to  meet  in  1911  to  study  the 
needs  and  opportunities  in  the  Moslem 
World,  majr  be  thorough  and  effectual. 

S.  M.  Zwemer. 

THE  AWAKENING  OF  CHINA. 

This  is  the  title  of  a volume  of  over 
300  pages,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  P.  Martin,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  formerly  President  of  the  Chinese 
Imperial  University,  author  of  “A  Cycle 
of  Cathay,”  “The  Siege  of  Peking,”  etc. ; 
translator  and  counselor  at  the  Imperial 
]Dalace,  an  American  Presbyterian,  now 
past  four-score  years,  and  living  a retired 
life  in  New  York  City.  It  was  issued  in 
1907  and  is  up  to  date.  The  author  trav- 
eled through  China,  to  the  north,  south, 
east  and  west,  and  writes  from  personal 
knowledge  and  observation.  A close  stu- 
dent of  its  history,  ancient  and  modern, 
he  is  in  a position  to  describe  and  inter- 
pret “the  movement  among  the  dry 
bones,”  the  noise  and  shaking,  with  which 
the  whole  world  is  conversant.  The  Em- 
pire of  China  occupies  a territory  equal 
to  the  United  States,  with  the  Provinces 
of  Quebec  and  Ontario  added  on  the  north 
and  Mexico,  Central  America  and  the 


West  Indies  attached  on  the  south.  If 
there  were  inhabitants  on  the  moon,  the 
map  of  our  earth  would  discover  to  them 
only  five  empires  which  were  visible,  and 
China  would  be  one  of.  them.  It  is  made 
up  of  China  Proper,  called  the  Middle 
Kingdom,  possibly  because  it  is  the  cential 
government,  with  Manchuria  on  the  north, 
Mongolia  on  the  northwest,  Tibet  on  the 
west  and  Turkestan.  It  has  3,000  miles 
of  coast  on  the  Pacific.  The  Himalayas 
skirt  their  territory  on  the  southwest. 
There  are  three  mountain  ranges  running 
from  southwest  to  northeast,  linked  to  the 
high  tablelands  of  Tibet,  called  the  roof 
of  Asia.  The  valleys  are  of  the  richest 
soil.  A plain  700  miles  long  and  200 
miles  wide  on  the  north  and  400  miles 
wide  on  the  south,  corresponds  to  our 
American  prairies.  It  has  three  great 
river  systems,  corresponding  to  our 
Amazon,  Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence. 
The  Yang-tsze  is  known  as  China’s  girdle. 
Ocean  vessels  of  over  one  thousand  tons 
burden  reach  Han  Kan,  680  miles  from 
the  sea,  while  steamers  of  600  tons  ascend 
to  Ichang,  just  below  the  rapids.  It  has 
12,000  miles  of  navigable  waterways 
which  penetrate  nearly  half  of  China 
Proper.  The  Hwang-ho,  the  Hsi-Kiang 
and  Pei-ho  added,  make  it  true  that  “no 
country  can  compare  with  her  for  natural 
facilities  of  inland  navigation.”  China 
has  about  400,000,000  people.  They  are 
chiefly  farmers,  even  the  mountainsides 
being  terraced  for  gardening.  Many  live 
on  the  ragged  edge  of  famine,  and  one 
million  are  crowded  over  and  perish  of 
hunger  annually.  Its  mineral  wealth  sur- 
passes that  of  any  other  country,  unless 
we  except  the  United  States,  but  largely 
undeveloped.  China  proper  has  a terri- 
tory equal  to  the  United  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  divided  into  eighteen 
states,  called  cantons.  Each  province  has 
its  government.  The  history  of  the  Em- 
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pire  reaches  back  to  Abraham,  when  he 
was  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees.  It  is  an  un- 
broken river,  deepening  and  widening  to 
the  present  day.  They  have  three  religions 
— Confucianism,  Taoism,  and  Buddhism. 
Confucianism  began  with  its  founder  525 
B.C.,  and  consists  in  a code  of  precepts 
without  provision  for  sin.  It  is  intellec- 
tual, but  not  spiritual.  Taoism  antedates 
Confucianism  in  its  founder,  Las-tzu,  and 
inculcates  physical  discipline,  and  has  be- 
come a degrading  superstition,  dealing  in 
magic  and  necromanc}^.  Buddhism  secured 
a footing  about  the  time  of  the  death  of 
the  Apostle  Paul.  It  saps  the  foundations 
of  the  family  and  enjoins  celibacy  as  the 
road  to  virtue.  It  is  popular  with  the 
illiterate,  who  form  nine-tenths  of  the 
population,  making  China  “the  leading 
Buddhist  country  of  the  globe.” 

There  are  twro  events  which  stand  out 
prominently  in  her  history.  The  first  is 
the  building  of  the  “G-reat  Wall”  in  220 
B.C.  The  object  was  to  keep  out  the 
Tartar  hordes  from  the  North.  It  is  less 
than  100  miles  north  of  Peking,  and  ex- 
tends 1500  miles  from  east  to  west.  It  is 
30  feet  high,  25  feet  wide  at  the  base,  and 
15  feet  at  the  top,  with  towers  from  40 
to  50  feet  high  at  short  intervals.  It 
stretches  over  mountains  and  hills, 
through  valleys,  over  rivers  and  streams. 
It  is  built  of  brick,  a wall  on  each  side, 
with  rubbish  and  earth  filled  in  between. 
It  was  the  undoing  of  the  Emperor  who 
built  it,  because  he  coerced  his  people 
as  laborers  on  this  colossal  structure,  and 
they  rebelled.  It  stands  to-day,  like  the 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  a monument  of  the 
extravagant,  wasteful  expenditure  of 
human  toil  that  characterized  the  godless 
empire  builders  of  ancient  times.  But  it 
marks  a distinct  era.  The  feudal  system 
gave  place  to  the  Empire.  The  name 
China  and  the  title  Hwang-ti  originated 
with  this  achievement  of  Yin-Cheng,  the 


Prince  of  Tsfin.  “Where  is  there  another 
conqueror  in  the  annals  of  the  world  who 
has  such  solid  claims  of  everlasting  re- 
nown ? Alexander  overthrew  many 
nations;  but  he  set  up  nothing  perman- 
ent. Julius  Caesar  instituted  the  Koman 
Empire,  but  its  duration  was  ephemeral 
in  comparison  with  that  of  the  empire 
founded  by  Shi-Hwang-ti,  the  builder  of 
the  wall.” 

The  second  great  event  was  the  coming 
in  of  the  Manchus,  the  hated  Tartars  of 
Mukden,  in  1644.  Wu  San-Kwei,  a 
Chinese  general,  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep 
them  out,  opened  the  gates  of  the  Great 
Wall  and  invoked  their  assistance  to  Bxpel 
the  rebels  who  had  slaughtered  his  family 
and  burned  the  capital.  The  Manchus 
agreed  to  his  terms  and  joined  forces  with 
Wu.  The  rebellion  was  quickly  subdued. 
General  Wu  offered  to  pay  off  his  mercen- 
aries, and  asked  them  to  retire  beyond  the 
Wall.  But  they  smiled  and  coolly  replied 
that  it  was  for  him  to  retire  or  to  enter 
their  service.  It  was  the  old  story  of  the 
ass  and  the  stag.  An  ass  easily  drove 
a stag  from  his  pasture  ground  by  taking 
a man  on  his  back ; but  the  man  remained 
in  the  saddle.  The  great  Manchu  Em- 
peror, Kanghi,  consolidated  the  Empire. 
He  dug  the  Grand  Canal,  800  miles  long, 
through  the  plain  between  the  two  great 
rivers.  This,  with  its  400  tributary  canals, 
served  the  double  purpose  of  irrigation  and 
transportation.  But,  like  the  building  of 
the  Great  Wall,  -the  compulsory  labor 
which  it  entailed,  awakened  deep  animos- 
ity. In  retaliation,  the  Emperor  ordered 
the  tonsure  and  pig-tail,  a badge  of  their 
subjugation;  so  that  what  was  originally 
imposed  as  a mark  of  degradation,  came 
to  be  borne  as  a national  emblem  of 
dignity. 

The  modern  era  of  transformation  is 
marked  by  five  acts  of  the  Drama  which 
revealed  God  in  their  history : 
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The  first  was  “the  Opium  War”  of  1839. 
The  Emperor  discovered  that  the  opium 
brought  by  British  vessels  from  India  was 
destroying  his  people.  He  issued  a decree 
forbidding  its  importation,  and  seized  a 
vessel  loaded  with  the  drug,  destroyed  the 
cargo  and  dismantled  the  ship.  The  dig- 
nity of  the  British  nation  was  touched, 
and  war  was  declared.  The  outcome  was 
Great  Britain  secured  a large  concession 
from  China,  the  Wei-Hei-Wei  coal  fields, 
and  opened  the  ports  to  her  India  opium 
product. 

The  second  Act  was  the  “Arrow  War.” 
A French  vessel,  sailing  under  the  British 
flag,  was  seized,  the  cargo  of  opium  emp- 
tied into  the  sea  and  the  ship  dismantled. 
This  was  casus  helium  again.  The  out- 
come of  this  was  more  concessions  to 
Great  Britain,  and  treaty  guarantee  for 
the  security  of  the  opium  traffic.  This  is 
the  eternal  shame  of  our  Christian  civil- 
ization. 

The  third  Act  was  “the  French  War” 
of  1885.  The  outcome  of  this  was  large 
concessions  made  by  China  to  the  French 
Government.  No  wonder  China  was 
alarmed. 

The  fourth  Act  was  “the  Chinese- 
Japanese  War”  of  1895.  The  Japan  vic- 
tory was  complete.  She  asked  the  pos- 
session of  Korea  as  the  fruit  of  her  vic- 
tory. But  Bussia  had  built  a railroad 
down  through  Manchuria  and  fortified 
Port  Arthur.  And  the  protest  of  Russia 
in  the  councils  of  the  Powers  was  heeded 
and  Japan  was  denied  Korea  and  given 
the  Island  of  Formosa  on  the  south.  This 
engendered  the  spirit  that  produced  the 
conflict  between  Japan  and  Russia  in 
1904.  Japan  destroyed  the  Russian  fleet 
and  drove  their  army  out  of  Manchuria. 

The  fifth  Act  was  the  frBoxer  uprising” 
of  1898.  The  causes  of  this  are  not  far  to 
seek.  The  seizure  of  territory  by  the 
Powers  created  alarm  in  official  circles. 


The  Jesuit  priests,  who  were  simply  and 
only  politicians,  exploiting  the  political 
and  governmental  forces  of  the  Empire, 
created  a deep-seated  hatred  to  all  mission- 
aries, on  the  part  of  the  untaught  masses 
who  did  not  know  the  difference  between 
Protestant  and  Catholic.  And  the  trad- 
ers, who  practiced  every  form  of  chi- 
canery in  robbing  the  people  and  by  their 
vice  and  crime  outraged  their  sense  of 
justice  and  decency,  were  a more  potent 
factor  in  producing  it.  The  cry,  “China 
for  the  Chinese,”  and  “exterminate  the 
foreign  devils,”  arose- in  divers  places  at 
once.  The  siege  of  Peking,  the  martyrdom 
of  40,000  Chinese  Christians,  the  mas- 
sacre of  several  hundreds  of  missionaries 
and  the  destruction  of  millions  of  prop- 
erty, are  familiar  to  all.  But  “the  blood 
of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church.” 
The  pause  in  missionary  operations  which 
this  cataclysm  caused,  has  been  followed 
by  a marvelous  missionary  harvest.  There 
are  now  193,000  Chinese  communicants. 
The  M.  E.  Church,  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
the  Baptist  Church,  have  each  a univer- 
sity, with  theological  seminary  attached, 
all  contributing  to  the  uplift  of  China. 
As  a result  of  their  work,  the  Chinese  cos- 
tume is  being  replaced  by  American  dress. 
The  army  and  navy  and  the  boys  and  girls 
in  school  wear  American  clothing.  This 
will  secure  “the  dress  reform”  in  the  near 
future.  The  shaving  of  the  forehead  and 
wearing  the  queue  are  gradually  becoming 
unpopular  and  destined  to  cease.  The 
practice  of  polygamy  is  now  discouraged, 
and  monogamy  recognized  as  the  better 
way.  And  soon  they  will  be  abreast  with 
the  United  States,  which  prohibits  it  by 
law,  but  tolerates  the  existing  polygamous 
marriages  in  Utah.  The  practice  of 
domestic  slavery  is  fast  passing  into  dis- 
favor, and  will  ultimately  disappear.  The 
education  of  women  has  brought  about  a 
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change  in  the  attitude  of  society,  and  it 
is  becoming  popular  to  recognize  a Chris- 
tian woman  as  the  equal  of  a Christian 
man.  And  the  abolition  of  foot-binding 
for  girls  has  and  is  doing  much  to  imbue 
the  Chinese  mind  with  the  truth  that 
God  made  the  man  and  the  woman  to 
stand  on  the  same  social  and  moral  and 
spiritual  level.  These  secondary  reforms 
are  the  byproducts  of  Christian  missions. 
The  order  from  the  throne  to  diminish  the 
importation  of  opium  until  it  shall  be 
abolished  by  ten  years  is  the  result  of 
Christian  forces,  which  blind  heathenism 
could  not  achieve.  The  acceptance  from 
Japan  of  their  “civil  service  reform”  and 
the  promise  of  a constitutional  govern- 
ment are  more  of  the  byproducts  of 
Christianity.  “The  Awakening  of  China” 
is  taking  a place  under  the  hand  of  the 
missionaries  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
civilized  world  as  certainly  as  the  dry 
bones  in  the  valley  of  vision  moved  at  the 
preaching  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel. 

Our  Mission  was  established  in  Tak- 
Hing-Chau,  on  the  West  River  in  the 
south  of  China  Proper,  300  miles  from 
Canton,  twelve  years  ago.  They  have  a 
campus  overlooking  the  river,  with  three 
large  buildings.  A working  force  of  six 
ministers  (one  invalided  home)  and  four 
physicians.  Last  May  they  reported  75 
native  converts.  But  at  their  sacramental 
feast  last  October  20  more  converts  were 
added,  making  95  native  Chinese  com- 
municants. What  hath  the  Lord  wrought ! 
Rev.  A.  I.  Robb’s  letter  in  the  December 
Olive  Trees,  describing  their  four  daily 
meetings — 6 :30  and  10  A.  M.,  and  2 and 
7 P.  M. — their  giving  1,748  meals,  at  an 
average  of  97  at  each  meal,  costing  the 
Church  just  one  and  five-sixths  cents  a 
meal  U.  S.  coin,  and  the  conversion  of 
the  Chinese  scholar  and  gentleman,  sixty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  abandoned  Con- 
fucius because  he  was  only  a man,  and 


accepted  Christ,  who  is  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  and  who  gave  His  life  for  our 
sins,  fully  convinced  us  that  our  mission- 
aries do  not  spare  themselves  in  their 
strenuous  endeavor  to  lead  sinners  to 
Christ.  And  their  setting  up  the  banner 
for  Christ’s  Crown  and  covenant,  before 
that  awakening  Giant,  the  Chinese  Em- 
pire, is  like  “Moses  lifting  up  the  brazen 
serpent  in  the  wilderness,”  and  whosoever 
looked  upon  it  was  healed  and  lived.  The 
reconstruction  of  the  Empire  must  be 
along  the  lines  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian and  covenanting  faith.  The  city 
lieth  four  square;  the  length  and  breadth 
and  height  of  it  are  equal.  The  Chris- 
tian family,  the  Christian  Church  and 
the  Christian  State  are  the  consumma- 
tion. “And  the  nations  of  them  that  are 
saved  shall  bring  their  glory  and  honor 
into  it.” 

Boston.  J.  M.  Foster. 

THE  TRAGEDY  OF  AN  UNSPIRITUAL 
LIFE. 

“I  will  say  to  my  soul,  Soul,  thou  hast 
much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years;  take 
thine  ease,  eat,  drink  and  be  merry.” — 
Luke  12:19. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  re- 
cently of  the  fact  that  the  church  attend- 
ance of  our  country  is  apparently  declin- 
ing. During  the  last  week  various  min- 
isters of  this  city  received  a request  from 
one  of  our  daily  papers  for  their  views  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  statement,  and  the  sig- 
nificance of  it.  In  the  discussion  those 
who  do  not  give  religion  a place  in  their 
lives  have  come  to  answer  boldly  that  they 
do  not  need  to.  They  engage  in  business, 
they  say,  move  in  social  life,  and  trans- 
act the  duties  of  citizens  just  as  well  as 
do  those  who  are  accustomed  each  Sab- 
bath day  to  engage  in  the  worship  of  God ; 
and  so  they  say,  “What  do  we  lack  ? What 
can  the  Church  supply  that  is  vital  that 
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we  do  not  have?”  I want  to  consider 
what  it  is  which  one  who  leaves  these 
spiritual  things  out  of  his  life  lacks,  and 
why  what  the  Church  stands  for  is  so 
important. 

This  parable  of  the  foolish  rich  man 
was  drawn  from  Christ  by  the  interrup- 
tion of  a young  man.  Christ  had  been 
speaking  of  the  most  solemn  matters,  and 
had  come  to  the  place  where  He  was  warn- 
ing them  of  the  sin  of  speaking  against 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  when  suddenly 
this  young  man  broke  in  with  the  in- 
terruption, “Master,  speak  to  my  brother, 
that  he  divide  the  inheritance  with  me.” 
Christ  replied,  “Man,  who  made  me  a 
judge  or  divider  over  you?”  And  then  as 
a warning  against  the  spirit  which  looked 
no  higher  than  material  things,  spoke  this 
parable.  The  spirit  which  Christ  rebuked 
in  this  young  man  is  the  spirit  which  in- 
terests itself  only  with  physical  things, 
and  is  not  concerned  about  the  things  of 
which  Christ  spoke.  And  that  is  the 
spirit  of  to-day. 

In  the  parable  it  is  very  suggestive  that 
the  rich  man  is  not  guilty  of  any  overt 
act  of  wrong.  Reading  the  parable  in  an- 
ticipation of  the  tragedy  of  its  closing 
sentence,  one  looks  for  some  great  evil  to 
be  recorded  of  the  rich  man.  But  this 
does  not  occur.  The  statement  is  simply 
that  he  is  rich ; he  naturally  troubles  him- 
self about  the  disposal  of  his  goods ; then 
he  solves  his  problem,  and  comforts  his 
soul  in  the  words  of  the  text;  and  then 
comes  the  doom.  This  is  important  be- 
cause it  makes  to  stand  out  clearly  the 
fact  that  it  is  just  the  spirit  of  worldli- 
ness, and  nothing  more,  which  leads  on 
to  this  end. 

The  parable  deals  directly  with  that 
which  is  vital  and  essential  in  the  spirit 
which  it  condemns.  If  one  of  our  day 
were  discussing  the  evil  of  worldliness  he 
might  bring  against  it  many  railing  ac- 


cusations. Some  of  these,  perhaps  all, 
would  be  true ; but  the  essential  evil  which 
so  certainly  leads  a worldly  life  to  such  a 
close  might  be  lost  in  the  great  array  of 
accusations.  Christ  did  not  so.  In 
this  parable  He  shows  only  what  neces- 
sarily and  inevitably  results  from  that 
spirit,  which  is,  that  it  wrongs  and 
neglects,  and  starves  the  immortal  soul. 
And  this  is  to-day  the  essential  evil  of  the 
spirit  which  we  deplore.  It  cannot  be 
charged  against  this  spirit  that  it  is  al- 
ways dishonest.  It  is  not.  Many  who  are 
living  without  God  in  their  lives  are  liv- 
ing lives  of  comparative  moral  integrity. 
It  cannot  be  charged  that  it  is  always 
sensual,  though  it  so  often  is,  for  some- 
times it  does  not  bear  that  stain.  But 
this  is  the  evil  of  it,  that  by  its  very  spirit, 
it  leads  its  followers  to  speak  to  their 
souls  as  did  this  foolish  man  of  the  par- 
able. This  flattering  unction  which  he 
laid  to  his  soul  soothed  it  to  the  sleep  of 
death. 

In  the  first  place,  he  denied  his  soul 
the  uplifting  enthusiasm  of  any  noble 
purpose.  “Take  thine  ease,”  he  said,  “eat, 
drink  and  be  merry.”  The  whole  round 
of  life  for  this  rich  man  was  summed  up 
in  eating  and  drinking.  His  position 
when  his  wealth  began  to  grow  would  ap- 
pear ridiculous  if  it  were  not  pitiable. 
His  grounds  had  brought  forth  plenti- 
fulty.  By  a natural  process  he  was  be- 
coming rich.  And  when  at  last  his  wealth 
became  so  great  that  it  was  crowding  him, 
his  dwarfed  soul,  which  did  not  know 
anything  but  to  eat  and  drink,  did  not 
have  a wide  enough  interest  in  the  world 
to  know  what  possibly  he  could  do  with 
it.  In  eating  and  drinking  was  the  only 
way  he  knew  to  spend  money,  and  it  was 
an  inadequate  way  to  get  rid  of  such 
great  wealth.  His  overworked  digestion 
had  a herculean  task  before  it,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  he  rubbed  his  hands  in  satis- 
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faction  when  at  last  a bright  thought 
permeated  his  dull  brain,  and  he  said: 
“Lo,  I do  not  have  to  eat  it  all  at  once, 
but  I can  provide  for  eating  for  years  to 
come.”  This  poor  man  was  pitiable.  He 
had  not  learned  to  read  books,  so  he  could 
not  even  build  libraries  with  it.  He  could 
not  endow  a college  or  a university,  nor 
build  a hospital.  Music  meant  nothing 
to  him;  and  art  he  did  not  understand. 
“What  shall  I do,”  he  said,  “because  I 
have  no  room  where  to  bestow  my  goods  ?” 
How  should  he  spend  his  money?  And 
the  only  answer  he  knew  was  that  some- 
how his  palate  had  to  solve  the  problem. 

In  contrast  to  that,  look  at  something 
different.  In  the  meeting  at  the  Third 
Baptist  Church  last  Tuesday  evening  the 
laymen  of  St.  Louis  listened  to  one  of  the 
strongest  missionary  appeals  which  has 
ever  been  made  in  this  city.  The  one  I 
especially  refer  to  was  made  by  Mr. 
Brockman. 

Mr.  Brockman  has  spent  sixteen  years 
in  the  missionary  service,  nine  of  them 
in  China.  His  account  of  the  unprece- 
dented possibilities  of  the  present  days  in 
that  great  empire,  when  the  literati  are 
crowding  into  the  schools  of  Japan  to 
learn  something  of  Western  civilization, 
and  eager  to  hear  something  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  made  one  feel  that  what  is 
transpiring  now  in  China  is  as  inspiring 
as  anything  in  history.  And  then  when  he 
closed  by  saying  if  he  had  a thousand  lives 
to  live  he  would  want  to  spend  one  of 
them  in  Korea,  which  is  to  become  Chris- 
tian within  twelve  years,  and  one  other  in 
the  Philippines,  where  our  Government 
officials  are  working  such  a wonderful 
change,  and  the  other  998  in  China,  where 
that  great  empire  is  turning  to  the  light, 
showed  something  exceedingly  impressive 
in  the  simplicity  and  earnestness  of  it. 
And  that  which  stood  out  large  was  the 
fact  that  here  was  a man  to  whom  God 


had  granted  such  a vision  of  what  might 
be,  that  he  saw  a cause  great  enough  and 
grand  enough  to  grip  a thousand  lives 
with  the  mastering  passion  of  attaining  it. 

Such  an  enthusiasm,  I say,  lifts  a life 
a thousand  miles  above  the  level  of  the 
poor,  rich  fool  of  the  parable,  who  could 
think  of  nothing  better  to  do  with  his 
wealth  than  somehow,  sometime,  to  turn 
it  into  meat  and  drink.  And  this  is  the 
first  pity  of  a life  that  shuts  God  out,  that 
it  has  denied  itself  the  uplifting  enthu- 
siasm of  leaguing  itself  with  Him  in  His 
great  purposes  in  the  world.  Such  a con- 
secration it  has  been  which  has  made  the 
world’s  greatest  men.  When  Wilber- 
force  heard  the  story  of  the  young  Mora- 
vian missionary,  who  sold  himself  as  a 
slave  to  win  the  slaves  for  Christ,  and 
by  the  story  was  turned  from  the  life  of 
a gay  young  country  gentleman  to  labor 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, he  stood  forth  as  a man  of  power 
to  whom  England  had  to  listen.  When 
John  Knox  prayed,  “Give  me  Scotland 
or  I die,”  he  walked  down  the  streets  of 
Edinburgh  the  uncrowned  king  of  that 
island.  When  Livingstone  said,  “With 
God’s  blessing,  I will  open  up  Africa,” 
he  became  one  of  the  great  figures  of 
English  history.  The  life  is  poor  which  is 
not  enriched  with  the  enthusiasm  of  do- 
ing something  for  God;  and  that  is  the 
first  pity  of  the  unconsecrated  lives  that 
so  many  are  living  to-day. 

Another  wrong  that  this  spirit  does  the 
soul  is  that  it  leaves  it  desolate  and 
comfortless  in  the  times  of  its  greatest 
extremities.  “This  night  thy  soul  shall 
be  required  of  thee,”  was  the  summons; 
and  his  soul  was  desolate  and  comfort- 
less. And  there  are  other  extremities  be- 
sides death,  which  the  starved  and 
dwarfed  soul  is  not  prepared  to  meet. 
There  are  the  hours  of  sadness  when  hus- 
bands close  the  eyes  of  beloved  wives. 
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when  friends  say  farewell  to  parting 
friends,  or  when  parents  commit  their 
children  to  the  cold  ground;  or,  again, 
the  hour  when  strength  is  gone,  and  the 
desolation  of  old  nge  comes  on;  or  when 
the  bursting  barns  are  destroyed,  and  one 
grown  weary,  faces  the  hard  necessities  of 
life  anew.  Then  only  the  soul  that  has 
been  made  strong  by  communion  with  God 
is  secure.  There  is  no  minister  who  has 
been  called  upon  to  visit  shadowed  homes, 
who  does  not  know  the  tragedy  of  leaving 
a soul  unacquainted  with  God  and  un- 
sustained by  His  grace.  On  the  one  hand, 
I have  seen  a widow  turn  away  from  the 
grave  where  had  been  laid  the  companion 
of  her  life,  with  whom  she  had  walked  in 
the  sunshine  and  shadow  for  over  fifty 
years,  and  sa}r,  in  contentment,  “He  is  not 
here.”  I have  seen  strong  men,  without 
that  faith,  whose  hearts,  unnerved  by 
sorrow,  seemed  to  have  been  lashed  naked 
to  the  wild  horse  of  every  fear  and  dread. 
One  may  well  be  afraid  to  face  the  future 
without  having  taught  his  heart  some- 
thing that  will  make  it  unafraid  even  in 
the  darkest  night,  and  which  at  the  last 
will  enable  him,  sustained  by  an  unfal- 
tering trust,  to  approach  his  grave,  “as 
him  who  wraps  the  draperies  of  his  couch 
about  him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant 
dreams.” 

St.  Louis.  M.  M.  Pearce. 

NEED  OF  WISDOM. 

Several  years  ago,  in  one  of  our  West- 
ern cities,  the  Church  was  preparing  to 
entertain  a conference  of  .Christian  work- 
ers. Among  those  who  were  expected,  was 
a man  whose  reputation  was  almost  world- 
wide. Because  of  his  saintliness,  and  be- 
cause of  his  splendid  powers  of  mind,  even 
the  great  had  delighted  to  do  him  honor. 
When  it  was  known  that  he  would  honor 


the  conference  with  his  presence,  there  was 
a sharp  strife  among  the  good  women  as 
to  who  should  have  the  privilege  of  en- 
tertaining the  distinguished  guest.  By 
and  by,  it  was  decided  that  he  should  stay 
in  the  home  of  the  wealthiest  man  in  the 
church. 

Late  on  the  night  before  the  opening 
of  the  conference,  there  came  a ring  at  the 
door  of  the  rich  man.  Upon  opening  the 
door  the  mistress  of  the  house  found  a 
plainly-dressed  old  man,  who  explained  that 
he  had  been  told  he  was  to  be  entertained 
at  this  place.  The  lady  replied  somewhat 
sharply  that  it  was  a mistake,  as  she  had 
no  room,  other  than  for  those  she  had 
promised  to  take.  Seeing  the  hurt  look 
on  the  old  man’s  face,  she  told  him  he 
might  try  the  house  across  the  street,  as 
she  knew  they  had  promised  to  accommo- 
date several  of  the  delegates.  The  stranger 
did  as  she  suggested,  but  with  like  result. 
As  there  was  no  hotel  in  this  suburb,  there 
was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but  to  return 
to  the  little  waiting  station  and  there  pass 
the  night.  Imagine  the  chagrin  of  the 
rich  woman  and  her  neighbor  when  they 
learned  that  the  man  they  had  turned 
away  was  the  one  they  had  so  desired  to 
honor. 

If  the  faithful  Jews  in  the  town  of 
Bethlehem  could  have  known  that  they 
were  missing  the  opportunity  of  taking 
into  their  homes  Him  whom  they  had 
longed  to  honor,  there  would  have  been 
many  open  doors  to  the  weary  pilgrims 
that  memorable  night. 

While  they  were  in  no  way  to  blame,  as 
much  cannot  be  said  of  us  as  concerns  our 
lost  opportunities.  Our  need  of  wisdom  is 
unquestioned,  but  there  is  a kind  of  wis- 
dom that  comes  only  to  one  who  carries 
in  his  bosom  a Christ-like  heart  of  com- 
passion and  love. — Lookout. 


“During  the  years  I was  in  Parliament,”  wrote  Gladstone,  “I  came  in  contact  with 
sixty  master  minds,  and  all  but  five  of  them  were  Christians.” 
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47 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


At  the  request  of  Rev.  Arthur  J. 
Brown,  Chairman  of  the  American  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  World  Mission- 
ary Conference,  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  June  14-24,  1910,  we  publish  a 
“Statement  of  Aims  and  Plans”  in  this 
number  of  Olive  Trees.  The  Commit- 
tee are  desirous  of  creating  widespread 
interest  in  the  conference  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible,  and  in  this  way,  more 
readily  than  in  any  other  way,  we  can 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  pastors,  lay- 
men and  members  of  missionary  societies 
in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

4^ 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Tues- 
day, Dec.  29,  1908,  it  was  agreed  to  issue 
a call  for  two  ordained  ministers  to  go  to 
China.  The  future  success  of  the  Mis- 
sion seems  to  demand  this  increase  in  the 
working  force.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
enforced  retirement  of  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair, 
creating  a vacancy  that  should  be  filled  at 
once,  there  are  other  reasons  for  imme- 
diate action.  If  the  pupils  in  the  boys5 
school  at  Tak  Hing  Chau  are  to  become 
preachers  of  the  gospel,  they  will  soon 
require  more  advanced  instruction  than 
native  teachers  can  give  them  and  special 
training  for  doing  the  work  of  evange- 
lists. Besides  it  seems  imperatively 
necessary  that  our  senior  missionary,  who 
has  been  conducting  a Theological  Class 
for  some  years,  should  have  assistance  that 
he  may  be  able  to  devote  more  time  and 
thought  to  the  general  administration  of 
the  Mission. 

The  laborers  called  for  should  be  men 
not  only  set  apart  to  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel,  but  especially  qualified  for  edu- 
cational work. 

R.  M.  Sommerville,  Cor.  Sec'y. 


At  the  same  meeting,  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair 
was  appointed  to  visit  the  churches  and 
present  the  claims  of  missionary  work. 
He  gives  himself  to  this  service  with  the 
consent  of  the  physicians  who  are  treat- 
ing his  eyes,  on  condition  that  he  can  call 
at  their  office  at  regular  intervals.  A 
committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  S.  A.  S. 
Metheny,  with  Messrs.  William  Gf.  Car- 
son  and  Joseph  M.  Steele,  was  appointed 
to  prepare  an  itinerary  and  attend  to  all 
necessary  correspondence  with  the  congre- 
gations. 

4^ 

Olive  Trees  thankfully  acknowledges 
receipt  of  £3  from  “Two  Friends55  in  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  for  the  Mission  work  irf 
Syria. 

Since  last  report,  Olive  Trees  has  re- 
ceived the  following  contributions  from 
the  young  women  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  toward  the  salary  of  their 
missionary : 

Miss  Margaret  Atchison,  Olathe,  Ks.$3.65 
L.  M.  S.  of  Miller’s  Run  Cong.  . . .12.50 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Williamson,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  ' 4.00 

Mrs.  E.  M.  McKee,  Clarinda,  la. . . .15.00 
Mrs.  John  Turbitt,  Hew  York. . . . 5.20 
Two  Friends  of  Missions,Kew  York.25.00 
Miss  Sara  M.  Robison,  Dresden,  O . . 5.00 
Also  one  contribution  for  ministers5 
missionary : 

Memorial  Rev.  D.  McKee,  Clarinda, 

Iowa $15.00 

Also  one  contribution'  for  elders5  mis- 
sionary : 

Mr.  John  Robison,  Dresden,  O....  4.50 

4^ 

We  have  passed  on  to  Treasurer  Walter 
T.  Miller  and  hold  his  receipt  for  $176.55, 
to  be  credited  as  follows  for  the  year 
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1908  : Young  women,  $107.05  ; minis- 
ters, $65;  and  an  elder,  $4.50. 

So  many  have  recently  discontinued 
their  pledges,  that  it  seems  an  unneces- 
sary expenditure  of  time  and  labor  to  look 
after  these  separate  funds,  especially  when 
the  total  is  so  small.  We  thank  all  who 
have  contributed  loyally  for  many  years 
and  release  them  from  further  obliga- 
tions, suggesting  that  they  add  what  they 
have  been  giving  to  their  regular  offerings 
through  the  congregations  of  which  they 
are  members. 

We  shall  wait  for  a month,  and  if  no 
objection  is  made  in  that  time,  we  will 
transfer  what  has  been  already  sent  us  for 
the  year  1909  to  Treasurer  Miller,  and 
close  our  account  with  the  bank. 

% 

Olive  Trees  has  also  passed  on  to 
Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller  $421.19  from 
the  young  people  of  Second  New  York 
toward  the  salary  of  Rev.  Walter  McCar- 
roll,  missionary  to  Cyprus. 

Olive  Trees  has  received  and  for- 
warded to  Rev.  Frank  H.  L.  Paton,  B.D., 
Melbourne,  Australia,  the  following  offer- 
ings to  the  work  in  the  New  Hebrides, 
with  which  the  name  of  the  late  John 
0.  Paton  is  identified : 

Robert  and  Frank  Redpath,  Pitts- 


burg, Pa $2.00 

Friends,  through  Mr.  Wm.  R. 

Moody,  E.  Northfield,  Mass.  .188.00 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Simpson,  Thompson- 

ville,  Conn 27.00 


Mr.  Edward  Stanford,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, has  prepared  for  the  China  Inland 
Mission  an  Atlas  of  the  Chinese  Empire, 
in  four  colors.  It  contains  separate  maps 
of  the  eighteen  provinces  of  China 
Proper,  on  the  scale  of  1 :3,000,000,  47 
miles  in  the  inch,  and  of  the  four  great 
dependencies,  on  the  scale  of  1 : 7,500,000, 
120  miles  to  the  inch. 

This  Atlas  is  based  on  the  latest  sur- 
veys, and  has  the  recommendation  of  the 
British  War  Office.  Rev.  William  T.  Ellis 
thus  speaks  of  it:  “At  last  and  most  op- 
portunely we  now  have  a satisfactory  At- 
las of  China,  with  uniform,  standardized 
spelling  of  all  Chinese  and  geographical 
names,  and  with  clear  markings  to  indi- 
cate the  relative  importance  of  the  cities. 
Railroads  and  telegraphs  are  also'  in- 
dicated, and  what  is  an  especially  valu- 
able feature  to  every  newspaper  man  who 
has  to  use  an  atlas  in  connection  with  the 
ffilind^  dispatches  that  occasionally  come 
from  China  concerning  Americans,  -this 
publication  gives  the  location  of  every 
American  and  British  Mission  Station  in 
the  Chinese  Empire,  together  with  the 
data  concerning  the  names  of  the  organi- 
zations at  work  in  each  place.  This  time- 
ly issue  is  one  more  debt  which  the  world 
owes  to  the  indefatigable  and  scholarly 
labors  of  the  missionary  body,  the  men 
who  know  most  about  the  interior  of  the 
vast  region  of  China.” 

The  price  is  $4.  Write  to  China  In- 
land Mission,  235  School  Lake,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


“A  man  in  New  York  recently  said  to  me:  ‘The  thing  that  impresses  me  most  is 
your  utter  lack  of  doubt  about  your  position.  I cannot  accept  it  as  you  put  it,  but 
your  sincere  conviction  makes  me  tremble/  I accepted  it  as  a gracious  compliment. 
I had  rather  have  had  it  said  of  me  than  any  thing  else.  Above  all  things,  let  the 
preacher  and  the  Church  not  waver  in  the  essential  truths  of  our  Christian  Religion. 
If  there  are  any  doubts,  let  them  be  kept  in  the  background  until  they  are  settled. 
And  I candidly  believe  that  the  doubter  should  take  a long  vacation  from  all  preach- 
ing until  these  things  are  settled  in  his  mind.” — Len  G.  Broughton. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1909. 


Rev.  Jas  S.  Stewart  ...... 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  Zada  A.  Patton 

Miss  F.  May  Elsey... 


Latakia , Syria. 


Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds  

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett,  on  furlough 
Miss  Elma  French 


Mersina,  Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll Larnaca , Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell. 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D. 
Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D . 
Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River, 

South  China . 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1909. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission , 

800  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Mr.  Walter 
T.  Miller,  82  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

Domestic  Mission  ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students' Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  X.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home— Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


MAP  or  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRES  BY  TERI A N UCH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Arvy  orve  wishing  a copy  can  have  it  mailed  to  his  address  for  $2.00. 

ADDRESS 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE,  325  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 
Telephone,  735  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 

WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

F-ul6lisb.er,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer. 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 
RICTURES  AND  F>  I C T U R E FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


TaltpM—e,  2700  Worth. 
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The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 
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52  to  58  DUANE  STREET, 
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MACKEOWN’S  KOOMS 


21  West  42d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  2533  Bryant 

1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 
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